Pressure injury to the chest wall caused by vascular graft and endograft after thoracic and thoraco-abdominal aortic repair.
Thoracic and thoraco-abdominal aortic repair remains a challenging issue in vascular surgery, and long-term complications are well described. We report 2 cases of octogenarians with unusual long-term complications after open and endovascular thoracic aortic repair of chest wall pressure injury from the vascular prosthesis. In the first case, a computed tomographic scan of an 80-year-old man showed a pressure injury of the chest wall and rib erosion caused by a Dacron graft. The second case was an 81-year-old woman who presented with external bleeding from the left posterior chest wall. A computed tomographic scan showed a type IA endoleak and chest wall damage with rib erosion and thoracic cutaneous fistulae from the endovascular graft. Both patients were treated by relining the endovascular graft; debriding the surgical fistula was done only in the second case. In our experience, endovascular repair is a good option to avoid a complete open surgical repair.